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Skinner West Local School Council 
Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, October 17, 2017 

6:30 P.M. 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

a. The meeting was called to order at 6:55 pm by N. Strong.   

b. Present were Principal Clark and LSC members M. Flowers, S. Hobson, 

S. Howard, M. Letourneau, F. Matalka, D. McSpadden, N. Strong, and R. 

Werner. LSC member arrived at 7:10 pm. Absent were LSC members A. 

Chacon and T. Kim.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

a. The agenda was approved (S. Hobson, M. Flowers).   

 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

a. The September 19 meeting minutes were approved (M. Flowers, R. 

Werner).   

 

4. Announcements & Public Communications 

a. PTO/Forum:  Per N. Strong, the regular committee meeting was held at 6 

pm.  The committee will hold a Halloween “Spooky Ball” event on October 

27 from 4-6 pm.  A PTO fundraiser just concluded.  

b. Friends of Skinner West (FOSW):  Per M. Sedler, the Walkathon on 

Friday, September 28 raised $54,000. Ashley Kohn has joined FOSW as 

a new board member. FOSW is working with Ms. Clark to determine uses 

for the funds. D. McSpadden suggested that the Walkathon awards be 

distributed by grade groups next year to spread around the winners.  

c. West Loop Community News:  There are several Halloween events next 

weekend, both in the neighborhood and at local businesses. The group 

discussed a soft lock down that occurred on October 12.  

 

5. Committee Reports  

a. Chairperson’s Report:  No report.   

b. Communications:  Per Ms. Clark, the committee met earlier this month 

and is busy updating the school website.  The new Skinner logo was 

unveiled.   
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c. Principal’s Report:  

i. Orientation and open house events are ongoing.   

ii. School groups are organizing and holding try-outs.  

iii. The new drop-off procedure has been effective. Ald. Burnett’s office has helped to have no parking 

signs installed in front of the school.  

iv. All common core textbooks for reading and math have arrived and been distributed. Other science 

and technology resources  

v. The current enrollment is 1,102 (including the branch school). CPS announced that they are 

holding schools harmless that did not reach their attendance goal. This preserved $70,000 from the 

school budget.  

vi. The new Skinner Annex groundbreaking on October 12 was a success.  

vii. School fees can now be paid online (payment receipts have increased from past years).  

viii. Refer to separate Principal’s Report document for more updates.  

d. Professional Personnel Leadership Committee (PPLC):  The committee has not met yet.   

e. Special Education/LRE:  Per R. Werner, the committee is preparing for Special Olympics.  The date for 

MedFest has been changed to Monday, November 13 at the United Center.  

f. School Improvement:  Per S. Hobson, the committee has rescheduled their meeting for November 8.    

g. Facility Services:  Per F. Matalka, the committee met today and visited the branch school. The air 

conditioning for the main school is set to be repaired. The sinkhole/potholes will be filled and the pavement 

may be resurfaced. Improvements to the playground equipment were discussed. One of the classrooms has 

experienced leaks in the roof. It is expected that pre-K and kindergarten will remain at the branch for the 

foreseeable future. The committee is evaluating options for renovations to the branch school, which will 

involve one or more requests to CPS. The committee is working with CPS to identify funds for a new 

playground (estimated cost: $150,000). In the short-term, the committee is working on temporary solutions 

to fix issues with the playground, like the rubber ground panels on the playground and repairs in the boys 

bathroom. The committee is also working to have the roots and other front yard overgrowth removed.  

h. Bilingual Advisory Committee:  Per F. Matalka, the committee board was elected. Five meetings have been 

scheduled, the first of which took place on September 29 at Wishbone. The Diwali assembly date has been 

set for October 26; the BAC bulletin board will be decorated on October 18. The next committee meeting is 

scheduled for January 13, 2018.  

i. LSC Advisory:  No report.  

j. Expansion Committee:  Per M. Flowers, no meeting has been held.  The Annex will include four floors that 

will help to preserve the Classical program at Skinner. The next committee meeting will be scheduled when 

there is something to discuss. The new classrooms are scheduled to become available by December, 2018. 

 

6. Old Business 

a. None.   

 

7. New Business 

a. 2017-18 Budget Update: There are $84,600 in unfunded CIWP needs. The LSC approved Mrs. Clark’s 

request to transfer $4,000 from the Target account to fund the substitute teachers and professional 

development school activities (M. Flowers, S. Hobson).  
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b. Budget expenditure and transfer approval:  The LSC approved Mrs. Clark’s request to transfer funds from 

the textbook account to the site license account to purchase Achieve 3000 and Flowcabulary access. (S. 

Hobson, D. McSpadden).  

 

8. Public Comment 

a. Ashley Kohn and other parents present requested that teacher’s aides be provided for those classes that 

exceed CPS size limits. Mrs. Clark is in talks with CPS to obtain three teacher’s assistants for grades K-2 to 

support classes that exceed 32 students. In third grade, Ms. Every has been assigned to support instruction 

in core subjects (math and reading). CPS may implement an address verification process for overcrowded 

schools in the future.  

b. Attending parents inquired about the status of the security person, the frequency of fire drills, and unfamiliar 

cars parking in the lot at the branch school. Mrs. Clark explained that any absences on the part of the 

security person are addressed with other staff.  Additionally, the School Improvement Committee agreed to 

consider alternative staffing options for security personnel at the branch school. Mrs. Clark agreed to 

contact the fire department to implement a fire drill at the branch school in the near future. The Facilities 

Committee will investigate ways to restrict unauthorized cars from parking in the school lots.  

 

9. Adjournment 

a. The meeting adjourned at 9:07 pm (R. Werner, M. Flowers).   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matt Letourneau 

Skinner West LSC Secretary 


